AUTHORITY OR LIBERTY?
be strangled again. It cannot even be weakened. Our task was to make the new State a factor in Europe. Here Benes has achieved a great deal. This is known to everybody who has followed the proceedings at Geneva and the various conferences. Like our policy, our propaganda is reasonable and honest. And then: see how we established an independent State during the middle ages. That State endured for a long time. The anti-Reformation movement, under the Habsburgs, weakened it and, willy-nilly, we had to join in a Great Austria, together with Austria and Hungary, and thus we had to knuckle under. But in the eighteenth century the ideal of the Enlightenment Movement, and also the French Revolution, helped to strengthen our ideal of independence, and in the world war we gave proof of our political capacity. Then there was also the military efficiency shown by our legionaries. I wish you would hear our Hussite Choral sung in unison by one of our armies. Then you would understand why the leaders of the crusade organised in Germany against the Hussites ran away when they heard that song. You would also realise how we can fight in our own defence. We are not afraid. We have no anxiety.
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